George Merrick Breytspraak
June 10, 1931 - June 24, 2015

George Merrick Breytspraak, passed away peacefully, at Serenity House on June 24th
after a bravely fought struggle of many years, with wife, Jessie and little dog, Joey at his
side. He was 84 years old. George was born on June, 10, 1931 in Chicago, Illinois to John
and Grace Merrick Breytspraak. He joined older brother, John, Jr. He grew up in
Evanston, Illinois. George graduated from Todd Boys School, Woodstock, Illinois in 1949
and went on to Lake Forest College, Lake Forest, Illinois earning a degree in Business
Administration. He was a member of Kappa Sigma fraternity often directing the fraternity
chorus. He loved music and was an accomplished choral tenor. In the late 50’s, he moved
to the Seattle area where he worked as a buyer and department manager for men’s wear
at Frederick and Nelson, a division of Marshall Fields, Chicago. In the late 60’s, he and his
family moved to Santa Barbara. He worked as a field representative for the Elias Sayour
Co. of New York, a woman’s lounge wear firm. He and Jessie owned and operated
Glamour House, Montecito Village, for 26 years. In Santa Barbara he was very active with
the YMCA acting as a camp counselor and van driver. He and Jessie Boyd Culver, a
friend from childhood, were married in 1975 at St. Michaels Episcopal Church and they
later transferred to Trinity Episcopal Church where they both sang in the choir for over 25
years. George was on the finance committee there for many, many years and was a great
asset. He loved the outdoors going back packing, canoeing, fishing, and river rafting,
especially when it involved his children. He was an accomplished pianist playing his
Chickering baby grand, a present from his mother for his 10th birthday. George was a
friend to many, was so positive and loving and he will be missed by many. He leaves his
wife, Jessie, of 40 years, brother John (Charlotte ), sons George, Jr., John, and William
(Misue), daughters, Ann Breytspraak, Mary Valerio ( Jim). Granddaughters, Mary Ann and
Juno Valerio. Step children Jeffry Culver (Linda) and Susan Culver. Grandchildren LesleyAnne Arthurs, (Josh), Major Michael Fish (Kelly), Matthew Fish, Katie Perry (Mike). Great
grandchildren, Mason and Anna Perry, Adalyn and Colton Arthurs. Niece, Sarah Chester
(Jeff). A service to celebrate George’s life will be held at Trinity Episcopal Church, 1500
State St. at 3 PM, Sunday, July 19th. A BIG THANKYOU to all the hospice caregivers. In
lieu of flowers, please remember Hospice of Santa Barbara, Hospice and Visiting Nurses,
Trinity Episcopal Church, or the Santa Barbara YMCA. Arrangements by Welch Ryce
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Comments

“

2011 Canoe trip - Quetico Nat'l park, Ontario, Canada
https://picasaweb.google.com/dbarrad/Quetico2011?
authkey=Gv1sRgCImkurukl5yGfg&feat=email

Bill Breytspraak - July 14, 2015 at 10:33 AM

“

More great pictures of outdoor activities with George Breytspraak
https://plus.google.com/photos/+JimValerio/albums/6171198018222583361?
authkey=COTElf7Q0qCo3QE

Bill - July 14, 2015 at 10:25 AM

“

5 files added to the album Summer trips

Rick and Bill - July 13, 2015 at 11:01 PM

“

To the many great trips we had with you dad. Thanks for all the great memories. You'll be
greatly missed. Love Rick and Bill
Rick and Bill - July 13, 2015 at 11:10 PM

“

We miss you, Brother George!
Love,
Sister M.

MDarilyn Johnston - July 10, 2015 at 08:39 PM

“

I always liked it when George would ask me questions about aircraft and aviation. I
felt really good about how George trusted me to drive his "Convert"' when no one
else could drive it. I especially felt good when George entrusted that same car to me;
not long before his passing. I will always be indebted to George for being a
grandfather to my daughter, when for whatever the reason, my own father, her
natural grandfather could not, or would not be that person.
Thank you for all that you were.
Your Stepson,
Jeff Culver

Jeff Culver - July 08, 2015 at 06:35 PM

“

I'm sorry to hear of George's passing. He was a grand fellow and always so lovely to
me. My prayers are with Jessie and his family.

Ann Turnock - July 08, 2015 at 05:45 PM

