
AliceJoy TarBush
April 20, 1927 - October 22, 2023

Alice Joy (Chard) TarBush, a beloved mother, grandmother, great grandmother, teacher,
and friend, passed away peacefully on October 22, 2023, in Goleta, California. Born on
April 20, 1927, in Santa Barbara, California, Alice was loving, caring, generous, and
brilliant. Being an educator in Santa Barbara for over 65 years, her warmth and kindness
touched the lives of thousands of students, parents and peers. Alice spent her final days
with family close by her side and showed us how strong a woman we always knew her to
be. 

 

Alice was the cherished mother of Allyn, Allyson, Eldyn and Charlynn. She was the loving
wife of the late Charles Forbes TarBush. Alice was the daughter of Arturo (Arthur)
Disidarios Chard and Lydia Esolena Kennedy Chard and the eldest of five children: Arthur
Chard, Gwendoline Pellamounter, Shirley Kunze and Jack Chard. She is survived by
many loving individuals, including her children Allyson, Eldyn, and Charlynn, her brother
Jack and sister Shirley, along with nine grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren. She
was preceded in death by her parents Arthur and Lydia, her husband Charles, her eldest
son Allyn, her brother Arthur, and sister Gwen. 

 

Alice was born in her parents’ home on Chino Street, and spent her entire life in the Santa
Barbara area. She attended local schools including Harding elementary, La Cumbre
Junior High and then Santa Barbara High School. In 1944, the University of California
established a Santa Barbara campus on the Riviera, and Alice had the distinction of being
a member of the first four-year class to graduate from UCSB in 1948. In February of 1948,
she started her career with her first teaching position at Roosevelt Elementary School.
During the following three summers, while not teaching, she studied at Stanford University.
She earned a Master’s degree as well as a supervisory and administrative credential.
Alice devoted her life to the Santa Barbara school system. For over 65 years she excelled
in the dream job she always knew would be hers. We have all heard this quote from Alice
many times, “I knew I wanted to be a teacher in second grade. I never changed my mind,
and I never regretted it.” Her accomplishments and positions included developing the
Gifted and Talented Education Program, elementary school curriculum development,



elementary school teacher, substitute principal, vice principal and principal. Toward the
end of her career, she moved to La Cumbre Junior High as a part-time reading support
helper in the Read 180 program, CELDT tester, substitute teacher and vision/hearing
tester for the district. Some students will remember the perfectly matched suits and shoes,
while others will remember the hilarious Halloween costumes or the times Alice got up
there and danced with joy right along with them. But all will remember Mrs. TarBush, the
teacher who cared deeply for each of them. 

 

In 1949 she met the love her life Charles TarBush. They were married for 41 years until
Charles passed. Alice and Charles were the beloved parents of four children. Alice was
incredibly proud of her nine grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren as well. Alice and
Charles loved to travel and see different places. They made each other laugh and leaned
on each other as Charles battled the cancer that eventually ended his life. Being married
on August 1st, they celebrated their marriage by continuously going on a “date” the 1st
day of every month. 

 

Alice’s interests were as varied as they were passionate. She loved reading, cooking
shows, traveling, a generous slot machine, and a delicious San Francisco Cioppino paired
with a nice glass of red wine. She was a lifelong learner and her curiosity always had her
looking for new ways to make great things happen. Alice also felt service to the
community was extremely important and was a driving force in numerous organizations
including: The American Legion 840 Auxiliary, Alpha Delta Kappa, Native Daughters of the
Golden West, and a past officer for the California Teachers Association. The qualities of
engagement, involvement, participation, and generosity were values that were second
nature to Alice. If something needed to be done and be done quickly and correctly, the call
always went out to Alice. 

 

Alice will be remembered as a loving mother, grandmother, great grandmother, devoted
sister, dedicated lifelong teacher, and a faithful friend. Her legacy will live on in the hearts
of her family, her students, and all who had the privilege of knowing her. She will be dearly
missed, but her bright light will continue to inspire and guide those she left behind. 

 

A Rosary will be held at Welch-Ryce-Haider (Goleta location @ 450 Ward Drive., Santa
Barbara, CA) on Wednesday, November 8th from 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm. A celebration of life
will be held Thursday November 9th at 10:00 am at St Raphael Catholic Church (5444
Hollister Ave, Santa Barbara, CA). A short reception at the church auxiliary hall will follow
the service at 11:00 am. A graveside service will take place at Santa Barbara Cemetery
(901 Channel Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93108) after the celebration of life and reception.
Graveyard service will start at approximately 12:30 pm. All are welcome to attend any or



all of the planned events. 
 

To support Alice’s love of teaching the family suggests sending memorial contributions to
UCSB Gevirtz Graduate School of Education - Community Fellows Fund.



Cemetery Details

Santa Barbara Cemetery

901 Channel Drive
Santa Barbara, CA 93108

Previous Events

Rosary

NOV 8. 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM (PT)

Welch-Ryce-Haider - Goleta
450 Ward Drive
Santa Barbara, CA 93111
(805) 965-5145
info@wrhsb.com
https://www.wrhsb.com

Celebration of Life - Followed by Reception

NOV 9. 10:00 AM (PT)

St. Raphael Catholic Church
5444 Hollister Ave.
Santa Barbara, CA 93111
http://www.straphaelsb.com/

mailto:info@wrhsb.com
https://www.wrhsb.com/
http://www.straphaelsb.com/
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A Neighbor From Goleta - December 21, 2023 at 03:24 PM

Have been a stranger to the Tarbush family for many, many years. Sorry to hear
of her passing. She was always welcoming and kind. Quick with a joke or a
martini. 
Hope the entire family finds peace.

Sue Ellen Foulon - November 10, 2023 at 05:45 PM

My sympathy to Mrs. TarBush's family. I was a student at Harding School thru out
my elementary school years.. For the 1954-1955 school year I was lucky enough
to be placed in Miss Chard/Mrs TarBush's class which was a split 5th-6th grade
class. Everybody wanted to be in her class! I can picture her now with her great
enthusiasm for teaching and love for her students! 

 Sue Foulon

Sherill Bracken - November 07, 2023 at 08:59 PM

I have so many special memories about My Aunt Alice. She was always so
thoughtful -- she used to come over to our house with a large tray of delicious
homemade enchiladas. My dad especially loved her enchiladas. She did so many
lovely things to help and remember each one of us. Another wonderful memory is
when we would visit Santa Barbara, she would drive us all around town and take
us out. She would buy a bushel of fresh strawberries or apricots, some flowers....
perfect timing and so caring! I could almost write a book of my fond memories
and her selfless acts. Here is one more...when I got out of high school, I helped
her in her classroom. She was such an awesome teacher and mentor (the best!).
God blessed her to be the superb educator that she was born to be. My daughter
and I love you Dear Aunt Alice! Santa Barbara has lost an exceptional lady!

Sherill Bracken - November 07, 2023 at 08:44 PM

I am remembering and cherishing My Aunt Alice. I am so glad my daughter and I
were able to say goodbye to her in person. She is with me in my heart and my
thoughts and prayers are with Charlynn, Eldon, and Allyson and all her family –
her loved ones. She is and will be so missed….her strength, kindness, insight,
and her love. I love you Dear Aunt Alice.
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Marilyn Landes Clayton - October 28, 2023 at 06:43 PM

Condolences to you all. Mrs.TarBush was in the top 5 of all the teachers I ever
had throughout grammar school up to the end of college. I was in her split 5th/6th
grade class in 1959-1960 at Harding School. She had a gift of being able to keep
that prepubescent crowd together, learning and enjoying being in school every
week day and coming back for more after every holiday break. 
Wonderful person...we are all lucky she crossed our paths. .

Alice Detty - October 26, 2023 at 09:18 PM

It distresses my greatly that I will not be able to attend the services. My heart
aches for all of you at this time of great loss. She never wanted to be put up on a
pedestal but they don't make them like her every day. I loved her, admired her
and enjoyed all my discussions with her so very much. I was lifted up by her
counsel and my life enriched by her presence. My name sake, my Aunt Alice, will
be greatly missed. Blessings on you all. 
Love from Alice Patricia Detty

Sela and Randy Viscarra - October 26, 2023 at 03:44 PM

Our most sincere and heartfelt condolences. 
We were honored and privileged to have known Alice. Her passion and
dedication to education inspired, guided, and supported us. Her kindness,
generosity, loving care, and friendship touched our lives deeply… 
forever remembered, forever loved.


