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Raised by adopted parents Edith and Emil
Colantonio in the vibrant Italian Immigrant
Community of Chicago after losing her Italian
born mother to a fatal sepetis infection and
abandoned by her dispossessed father at
birth. Moved to Southern California in the mid 40s to attend High
School and marriage to husband Ted at 19, raised 4 children, while
working the night shift in accounting at Security Pacific bank in
downtown LA. Moved to Claremont CA in 1966 with the help of a
generous wealthy Museum benefactor, Elizabeth Borwell. Started
seasonal Christmas help at the May Department Stores Co. in sales
in 1972 and moved into an opening once again in her speciality,
accounting, where she retired in 1997 after more than 25 years.
Eurella, "Lu" lost dearly beloved husband Teddy to a sudden heart
attack in mid summer of 1980. Never remarried. Developed
severely debilitating osteoporosis within months after retirement
which she courageously battled throughout the rest of her life, along
with successfully overcoming thyroid cancer in the early 2000s.
Died peacefully at Serenity House in Santa Barbara after
emergency hip replacement surgery at the Cottage hospital. Spent
one night with each of her children to say her final goodbyes.
Throughout her life and turmoil of an ever expanding clan, and ever
diminishing capcity, she remained the anchor of the Baumgartner
family traditions, ever kind and gracious Wife and Mother, to the
end.


