
Gloria June Autry
March 10, 1934 - May 3, 2014

Gloria June Diener Autry went to be with the Lord on Saturday, May 3, 2014 after suffering
a massive heart attack. Her passing came with no warning and was a complete surprise to
all. 

 

Gloria was born to George and Freda Diener in the San Bernardino area on March 10,
1934. The family was completed by a sister, Nancy, two years later. 

 

Gloria began violin lessons at the age of seven after falling in love with the sounds of an
orchestra and particularly the violins. She progressed rapidly and attended the All State
California High School Symphony in Santa Barbara at the age of 13. Gloria acquired the
chair of Concert Mistress one year at All-Cal. At the age of 17 she married Roger Leon
Autry, another violinist she had known through her church as well as various musical
groups. The couple taped their own wedding music (violin duets) for the ceremony that
took place at the First Christian Church in San Bernardino. They began their married life in
a little house on the chicken ranch owned by Roger’s parents. Their son, Stephen, was
born in 1953. Upon graduation from mortuary college, Roger, Gloria and little Stephen
moved north where Roger took a job at Welch-Ryce Funeral Chapel in Santa Barbara.
Very early on the couple looked for an orchestra to join. Gloria contacted Stephan Krayk
whom she had met during her All California Symphony days. In 1955 she and Roger
joined what is now the Santa Barbara Symphony. Beverly was born into the family in
1956. Gloria continued as principal second violin through the years until 2010 when she
stepped down from the position, but not from the symphony. She was scheduled to retire
from the Santa Barbara Symphony on May 18, 2014 after 59 consecutive years. Gloria
was planning a celebration dinner the morning of her passing. 

 

While most known for her musical talent, Gloria had many things that made her life
complete. She was known by friends and family as a fantastic seamstress. She could
make anything from a Stretch and Sew men’s leisure suit to a stuffed elephant, to beautiful
quilts and clothing. She was a Deaconness and Sunday School teacher at First Baptist
Church for many years. She also sang in the choir and played many violin solos during



worship services. She grew beautiful gardens, kept the lawn weed-free and painted the
house when needed. She co-authored the Color Coded Allergy Cookbook which
published in 1982. She has enjoyed several years as a member of the Sansum Clinic
Auxiliary. Gloria leaves several projects she planned to work on after her retirement.
Among them are several quilts, family history and scrapbooks. 

 

Gloria was a giver. Her giving spirit was a gift from God to all of us. Her faith in Jesus and
His sacrifice for us was something she never doubted. We miss her but will be reunited in
the courts of heaven. 

 

Gloria is survived by: 
sister-Nancy Smith-Grandview Washington 
son-Stephen Autry-San Luis Obispo 
Daughter-Beverly Curren and her husband Roger-Santa Barbara 
Granddaughter-Kristen Pluhar and her husband Jesse-Ventura 
Granddaughter-Holly Curren-Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Granddaughter-Melody Curren-San Luis Obispo 

 

Visitation may be made at Welch-Ryce-Haider Funeral Chapel at 15 E. Sola Street, Santa
Barbara, Monday, May 12, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. A memorial service
celebrating Gloria’s life will be held at Calvary Baptist Church, 736 W. Islay Street, Santa
Barbara at 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, May 13, 2014. 

 

Flowers may be delivered to Calvary Baptist Church from 9:00 a.m. to noon, or donations
may be made at www.musicacademy.org or www.thesymphony.org.



Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 12. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM (PT)

Welch-Ryce-Haider - Downtown
15 E. Sola St.
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
(805) 965-5145
info@wrhsb.com
https://www.wrhsb.com

Memorial Service

MAY 13. 2:00 PM (PT)

Calvary Baptist Church
736 W. Islay St.
Santa Barbara, CA

mailto:info@wrhsb.com
https://www.wrhsb.com/
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Suzanne Duffy - June 28, 2020 at 02:54 AM

Such a sweet, lovely, thoughtful, conscientious, hard working, loyal, and kind lady,
with a playful sense of humor! I was blessed to work with her for some years with
Opera SB and other groups in the Santa Barbara area. I think of her every time I
drive by her part of SB town, off Modoc!

CV

Claudia V - April 10, 2024 at 11:13 PM

Beautiful memories of Gloria. Thank you, Suzanne! She has a beautiful soul and her
legacy lives on. She did so many kind gestures and was a blessing in my life. Her
Roger, too, was a blessing. I loved our time together. May they both rest in peace.
Amen.

Susan Stephey - May 08, 2014 at 09:31 AM

Gloria you will be missed. The Diener and Blackwell family were so blessed to
have had you as a part of our lives. Thank you for keeping our family history alive.
I loved getting your letters. Susan Diener Stephey

DZ

Darrell Zook - August 10, 2014 at 01:28 PM

I am a distant 'Diener Cousin' that benefited from Gloria's family history work . . .am
only now learning of her passing--and grateful for her sharing family history. -Darrell
Zook in Iowa

Lisa Maraszek - May 08, 2014 at 12:52 AM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

LM
Lisa Maraszek - May 08, 2014 at 12:55 AM

Gloria told me she's played in every SB Choral Society concert since she could
remember, and has a scrapbook just for those concerts. What a treasure!



NS

Nancy J. Smith - May 07, 2014 at 06:51 PM

Although we didn't see each other very often anymore, I will miss being able to
talk to you on the phone. I loved you so much (except when you called me Nanny
Goat) and was so proud of you my big sister. See you later when we rise to
heaven when Jesus comes again. Bye for now.


