
Gordon Frederick Smith
January 1, 1928 - May 18, 2023

Gordon Frederick Smith, 01/01/1928 – 05/18/2023, A Life Lived to the Fullest 
 Gordon was born January 1, 1928 at home, 69 Hilda Ave, in North Toronto,

Ontario Canada, to parents Thomas Stephen Smith and Olive (Bowyer)
Smith. He was the youngest of five children: sisters Myrtle and Dorothy; and
brothers Leslie and Donald. He was the last of his immediate family living,
with his closest brother Donald passing away December 2022. 

 Gordon grew up during the Great Depression and World War II, with his family
contributing to the Canadian Military and War work. He attended Bedford Park
public school and Northern Vocational High School, where he learned drafting
and mechanical engineering. From an early age Gordon was interested in
building things and learning how things worked and fit together, which
motivated him to become a very talented mechanical and manufacturing
engineer. 

 Gordon met his wife of almost 70 years, Verna Ruth Grose, in 1948 at a
dance, and they were married on September 24, 1949 in Wexford, Ontario.
Gordon had to sell his car to purchase the engagement ring – that’s how
much he loved Verna. During the next five years they had a daughter Barbara
Ruth and a son Thomas Vernon. In 1955 Gordon and Verna decided to move
to Los Angeles, California. Jobs were plentiful in the aerospace industry, and
the warmer climate was desirable, so they procured immigration papers and
set out for a new adventure. In 1968, the family moved to Santa Barbara,
where another son Donald Freeman was born. 



Gordon’s career as a manufacturing engineer spanned more than 50 years,
with many accomplishments along the way. He worked at two major
manufacturing companies in the Toronto area, and three firms in the Los
Angeles area including a period of self-employment., before moving to Santa
Barbara. There he worked on various projects for NASA at Astro Research.
He then founded and was the owner and General Manager of Helistrand Inc.
and Strand Products, Inc. after working for Astro. He was an entrepreneur and
inventor and is the owner of the Patent for the Kurly Kable, a self-coiling cable
to secure bicycles. Strand Product cables can be found on Kenworth,
Peterbilt, and Western Star 18-wheel trucks. 

 Gordon’s life did not just revolve around work. He was a devoted husband, a
loving generous father, a doting grandfather, and a good friend to many in his
sphere of influence. His passions and loves (aside from his family) were:
spending time at White Lake, Ontario, fishing, hunting, flying radio-controlled
model airplanes, fixing old cars (1930 Model A), tinkering and fixing things
around the house, making music with his voice, and guitar or banjo, and
traveling. 

 Gordon was a long-time member of El Montecito Presbyterian Church, was
active in Men’s Bible Study, taught Sunday School, and went on mission trips
to an orphanage in Ensenada, Mexico. He also volunteered at the Santa
Barbara Rescue Mission, the Community Kitchen, the Boy Scouts, and other
non-profit community groups. He loved using his many talents to help people. 

 Gordon was pre-deceased by his wife Verna and his son Tom. He is survived
by daughter Barbara Reed (Robert), and son Donald (Renee). Gordon leaves
three grandchildren, Regina Ruth Peters, Lucas A. Smith, and Gordon T.
Smith, eight great-grandsons, and one great-granddaughter, plus numerous
other family members in the USA and Canada. 

 A Memorial service will be held at El Montecito Presbyterian Church, 1455 E.
Valley Road, on Thursday July 20, 2023 at 10:00 am with reception to follow.
Gordon’s ashes will be interred next to his wife’s grave in Toronto in the fall. 

 In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to either the Santa Barbara Rescue



Mission (https://sbrm.org/donate/) or the American Lung Association ( https://
www.lung.org/ )
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Bob Phinney - July 19, 2023 at 09:40 PM

A follower of Jesus who was strong, smart, humble, committed to
his wife Verna whom he deeply appreciated and loved dearly,
organized, a thinker who could work out of the box and be orthodox
when called for and a tinkerer with fingers almost as fast as his
mind. 
A dear sweet friend at 65 and 95; the same guy. 
 
Bob Phinney

Grace Budgell - July 11, 2023 at 12:48 PM

It's with great sadness that Grace and I will miss Gord but it is also
with great joy that we knew him. In the fishing boat, on the dock or
in the car, the wonderful conversations never ended. On our trip
from Ontario to Santa Barbara, five days, we never turned the car
radio on. It was one non-stop conversation with Verna and Gord. I
learned a lot from my friend. Godspeed Gord. Stu and Grace
Budgell
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Barbara Reed - July 14, 2023 at 12:14 PM

THANK you Grace and Stu for your wonderful words of memory for my
Dad,

 May God Bless You, Barbara



TH

Thomas Hack - July 11, 2023 at 11:10 AM

Hello all. My name is Thomas (Tom) Hack, Gordon’s nephew. 
In July of 1963, (60 years ago, whew), Gordon sponsored me to get
a working visa to move to California. 
I visited with Gordon, Verna, and family many times over the years
being heartily welcomed by the Smith family. 
My most recent visits consisted of playing cribbage, eating at
favorite places in Santa Barbara, and going to the airfield to fly his
model planes. He was a very good controller pilot and always had
that “determined smile” while flying his planes. 
My most recent visit with Gordon, I took my 2 dogs with me. The
dogs took to him right away and he loved having them around. 
I miss him and think of him often. 
One of his sayings, after he would explain something to me, he
would say “One of my million useless tidbits of information “, and we
would both laugh about that. 
I am very thankful to have had him in my life. 
God bless!!

BR

Barbara Reed - July 14, 2023 at 12:16 PM

THANK you Tom, for your wonderful words of remembrance. We were
all blessed to have Dad in our lives,

 Hope to see you at the service,
 In Christ,

 Barbara
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Susan Robbins - July 20, 2023 at 02:10 AM

I was privileged to meet Gordon in the last few years. What a delightful
gentleman and sharp as a tack. We were chatting about food a few
months ago and he shared a favorite go-to one-skillet recipe that
(sadly) I did not take down. I am glad to have known him even for a
short time. May God comfort his family & friends, as Gordon has been
“promoted” and is with his savior. —Susan Robbins


